My Favorite Education Web Sites

1. Education World
    http://www.education-world.com/
Education World is a great resource for teachers with lesson plans, professional development articles, tips and message boards, technology integration how-to’s and tips, an overview of current school issues and a MarketPlace to purchase all types of supplies.  

It’s a great online resource where educators could start each day to find the lesson plans and research materials they were looking for, and could be especially helpful to new teachers like myself.  

2. TeachAde
 http://www.teachade.com/
This is a great Web site designed to give educators quick access to classroom resources including lesson plans, assessments and professional development materials.  TeachAde bills itself as the first interactive Web site for teachers that allows teachers to create, search and share educational resources, and it also a social networking site for teachers to network and share information with each other.  Once you explore TeachAde and see how easy it is to use, you will quickly see why it is among my favorite Web sites.
3.  Quia
     http://www.quia.com/web
Quia offers thousands of online games and quizzes in more than 40 subject areas. Templates for creating twelve different types of online games, including flashcards, matching, concentration (memory), word search, hangman, challenge board and rags to riches (a quiz-show style trivia game) are available.  The site does cost money to belong to, however you can get a free trial.  The games on the Web site are really fun – I highly recommend the rags to riches game.  It also provides assessment so children and teachers can track progress.  

4.  How Stuff Works

     http://www.howstuffworks.com/
This is a very interesting and very funny Web site that can help explain a lot of phenomenon and other things that people often wonder.  It’s very helpful for teachers who have students who ask  common questions that may be difficult to answer, such as what if I were struck by lightening, was there really a great flood, why is the sky blue, how do mirrors work, etc.?  It can also be an aid for helping teachers explain difficult topics.  I really enjoyed learning how rainbows work, and I think students would too.  Also, there are many accompanying videos to help demonstrate how things work as well.  

5.  Federal Resources for Educational Excellence (FREE) 

     http://www.free.ed.gov/
FREE is a Web site devoted to making it easier to find teaching and learning resources from the United States federal government.  Whether you are teaching yourself or teaching a classroom full of students, you can use this website to search more than 1,500 federally supported teaching and learning resources from dozens of federal agencies.  It’s great for helping teachers support state education standards. 
6.  Songs for Teaching

     http://www.songsforteaching.com/
Like many people, I can hear a song that I haven’t listened to in years, and will completely remember every word of the song.  I am also a big believer that using songs to learn information is a very effective way to remember and learn something.  This is a great Web site for creative teachers to how they can use music to teach content across the curriculum – to students of all ages.  Songs for Teaching offers thousands of children's songs, lyrics, sound clips and teaching suggestions for every subject – all downloadable or available on CD/DVD. 
7.  Teachnology
     http://www.teach-nology.com/
Another great resource Web site that provides free and easy to use resources for teachers dedicated to improving the education of today's generation of students. Features lesson plans, printable worksheets, rubrics, teaching tips and theme ideas, Webquests and games for students.  There is also a resource to help you build your teaching resume and your own web page for your classroom.  There is also an option to pay and become a member, and if you do this you can create your own online games for your students – pretty cool.

8.  Fact Monster
     http://www.factmonster.com/
This site features an almanac, atlas, dictionary and encyclopedia made especially for kids, as well as handy search engine and layout designed for easy fact-finding. Check out fun features such as Biographies of the Presidents, the Geography Hall of Fame and the Tallest Buildings Slideshow.  This is a great Web site to direct students to for any research papers or projects. 
9.  Science Made Simple
     http://www.sciencemadesimple.com/
Science – including the ubiquitous science project—aren't as easy for some students to grasp as others. At Science Made Simple, kids of all ages can get detailed answers to many of science's questions, read current news articles related to science, get ideas on school projects and take advantage of unit conversion tables.  Teachers could also take some of the suggested science project ideas and how to’s and turn them into lessons and class activities.
10.  Cosmeo

http://www.cosmeo.com/welcome/index.html?CFID=19916048&CFTOKEN=77000736
Cosmeo is an online homework toolkit from the Discovery Channel for kids in grades K-12. It includes over 30,000 videos and math tutorials, close to 150,000 reference articles and entertaining, but educational, interactive games.  It is a subscription-based Web site, but I would highly recommend it to students’ parents.  
